
Nov 2020-Feb 2021 

The 

David 
Hume 

Institute 



The David Hume Institute 
Registered Charity Number SC009579 

 
The David Hume Institute’s Action Project brings people together from across Scotland to consider the 
actions required to move faster towards a more prosperous, sustainable, inclusive and fair country. 

 
Through honest, facilitated conversations we aim to identify concrete actions which will help Scotland 
move forward faster. 
 

Roots Community Conversations  
Facilitated by Ruth Ibegbuna 
 
Covid-19 has shaken our communities and made many aware who 
were not before of the radically different experiences in Scotland.  

We are working with partner organisations who have established 
relationships in local communities to bring people together in a 
facilitated session to identify actions that individuals, the community 
and people in power can take to move faster to a prosperous, 
sustainable, inclusive and fair community.   

The sessions are facilitated by Ruth Ibegbuna from the successful Roots Programme. Roots is a 
radical initiative that believes our society benefits when we bring together people with different 
lives in an authentic and meaningful way.  

Working with community partners in Castlehill, Clackmannanshire, Buckhaven, Campbeltown and 
Stranraer and Wigtownshire, we have spoken to over 100 community members and changemakers who 
identified the actions that could bring about change in their area. From encouraging people to vote to 
litter picks, these conversations posed a wide range of actions, including: 

• Changing the perception of area - drop the labels e.g. “deprived”  

• Reclaim disused spaces and buildings 

• Spreading smiles - individually and collectively 

• Ensure all voices are heard - people in power listening deeply but also community “leaders” 

• Ensure opportunities for young and old to come together and understand each other’s 

perspective  

• Ensure procurement locally within the council area to support local jobs 

 

The illustrated notes of these conversations can be found below.  
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